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To the Filipino people, whose resilience and unwavering spirit 
have shaped the course of our nation’s history. 


To President Rodrigo Roa Duterte, whose bold leadership and 
relentless pursuit of change ignited the pillars of progress dis- 
cussed in these pages. 


To the countless men and women who stood behind the scenes, 
working tirelessly for a better Philippines. 


And to future generations, may this work serve as a reminder of 
the complexities of governance and the enduring quest for na- 


tional development. 


May we continue to strive for a brighter, more prosperous to- 


Morrow. 


WILLIAM UBAGAN 
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Chapter 1: Introduction to Duterte's 
Legacy 


Overview of Duterte's Presidency 


Rodrigo Roa Duterte's presidency, which began in June 2016 and con- 
cluded in June 2022, is often characterized by strong leadership and 
controversial policies. His administration focused on a series of ambi- 
tious reforms and initiatives that aimed to address longstanding issues in 
the Philippines, ranging from economic growth to infrastructure devel- 
opment. This subchapter provides an overview of Duterte's presidency, 
highlighting seven major achievements that stand out as significant con- 
tributions to the nation. These accomplishments not only define his ad- 
ministration but also shape the discourse surrounding his legacy. 

One of Duterte's most notable achievements is the implementation of 
tax reform under Finance Secretary Sonny Dominguez. The Tax Reform 
for Acceleration and Inclusion (TRAIN) Law, along with subsequent 
measures, positioned the Philippines as one of the fastest-growing 
economies in Asia during Duterte's term. By providing substantial in- 
come tax cuts for the majority of Filipino taxpayers and generating in- 
creased revenue for social services and infrastructure, these reforms bol- 
stered economic growth. The administration achieved a peak tax revenue 
of 16.1 percent of GDP in 2019, illustrating the effectiveness of these 
strategies in enhancing the economic landscape of the country. 

In tandem with economic reforms, Duterte's "Build, Build, Build" pro- 
gram marked a transformative era in infrastructure development. Under 
the leadership of Department of Public Works and Highways Secretary 
Mark Villar, the administration invested over P6 trillion in infrastruc- 
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ture, elevating spending to an average of 5.14 percent of GDP. This ini- 
tiative resulted in the construction of thousands of classrooms, bridges, 
and roads, significantly improving the country's infrastructure frame- 
work. By prioritizing these developments, Duterte aimed to create jobs, 
stimulate the economy, and enhance the quality of life for Filipinos 
through improved access to essential services. 

The Duterte administration also made strides in transportation modern- 
ization, with significant improvements in mass transit systems and safe- 
ty protocols. Department of Transportation Secretary Art Tugade over- 
saw the expansion of shipping routes and airport projects, including the 
transformation of Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) into one 
of the most improved airports globally. The construction of new termi- 
nals and enhancements to existing facilities catered to the growing de- 
mands of travelers, while efforts to modernize and upgrade transporta- 
tion infrastructure underscored Duterte's commitment to making travel 
safer and more efficient for the public. 

Another pillar of Duterte's legacy is the expansion of education access 
through the Universal Access to Quality Tertiary Education Act, which 
provided free college education to millions of students. This legislative 
initiative aimed to democratize opportunities for higher learning, en- 
abling 1.6 million individuals to benefit from tuition-free education by 
2020. By addressing the financial barriers associated with tertiary educa- 
tion, the Duterte administration sought to empower the youth and pro- 
mote a more educated workforce capable of contributing to national de- 
velopment. 

Lastly, Duterte's foreign policy and health care initiatives have had last- 
ing implications. His administration's pivot towards China, while main- 
taining ties with the United States, was a significant shift in diplomatic 
relations. Additionally, the implementation of the Universal Health 
Care Law expanded insurance coverage to 100 percent of the popu- 
lation, enhancing health infrastructure amid challenges posed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. These reforms reflect a multifaceted approach to 
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governance, emphasizing the importance of both international relations 
and domestic welfare. 

In summary, Rodrigo Roa Duterte's presidency was marked by ambitious 
reforms and significant achievements that defined his administration. 
From tax reform and infrastructure development to transportation mod- 
ernization and education access, these initiatives not only aimed to ad- 
dress pressing issues in the Philippines but also sought to lay a foundation 
for future growth and stability. As discussions about Duterte's legacy 
continue, these accomplishments will remain central to understanding 
his impact on the nation. 


Defining the Ten Pillars of Progress 


Defining the Ten Pillars of Progress involves a comprehensive examina- 
tion of the key achievements during Rodrigo Roa Duterte’s presiden- 
cy that collectively encapsulate his administration's legacy. These pillars 
serve as benchmarks for assessing the transformative changes that oc- 
curred in various sectors, including the economy, infrastructure, educa- 
tion, transportation, foreign policy, governance, health care, crime re- 
duction, environmental sustainability, and social services. Each pillar not 
only reflects a specific area of progress but also intertwines with the oth- 
ers, creating a holistic view of Duterte's impact on the Philippines. 

The economic landscape of the Philippines underwent significant 
change under Duterte, primarily due to the Tax Reform for Acceleration 
and Inclusion (TRAIN) Law. This initiative, spearheaded by Finance 
Secretary Sonny Dominguez, positioned the nation as one of Asia's 
fastest-growing economies. The reforms facilitated a reduction in in- 
come tax for many Filipinos while simultaneously raising funds for es- 
sential infrastructure and social services. This economic growth was fur- 
ther supported by the Corporate Recovery and Tax Incentives for Enter- 
prises Act (CREATE), which provided substantial tax relief to business- 
es, particularly micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs). These 
measures underscored the government's commitment to fostering a ro- 
bust economic environment that benefited a broad spectrum of the pop- 
ulation. 

Infrastructure development emerged as another cornerstone of Duterte's 
administration, most notably through the ambitious Build, Build, Build 
program. Under the leadership of Department of Public Works and 
Highways Secretary Mark Villar, investments in infrastructure reached 
unprecedented levels, significantly surpassing the spending of previous 
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administrations. The program not only focused on the construction of 
roads, bridges, and classrooms but also aimed to modernize the nation’s 
overall infrastructure landscape. By investing over P6 trillion in six years, 
the government made strides in enhancing connectivity and accessibility 
across the archipelago, thus laying the foundation for sustainable eco- 
nomic growth and improved quality of life for Filipinos. 

Education reforms also played a critical role in defining Duterte's legacy, 
particularly with the implementation of the Universal Access to Quality 
Tertiary Education Act. By making college education free for millions of 
students, this initiative expanded access to higher education and provid- 
ed crucial financial support through various scholarships. The impact of 
this policy was profound, with an increase in enrollment and graduation 
rates among Filipino students, thereby improving the overall educational 
landscape of the country. This commitment to education reflects a for- 
ward-thinking approach that recognizes the importance of a well-edu- 
cated populace in driving national progress. 

Duterte’s foreign policy, characterized by a pivot towards China while 
maintaining relations with the United States, marked a significant shift 
in the Philippines’ international standing. This independent foreign pol- 
icy allowed for the return of historical artifacts, such as the Balangiga 
bells, while simultaneously navigating complex geopolitical waters. Si- 
multaneously, efforts to reduce bureaucratic red tape and improve gov- 
ernment service delivery were evident through the enactment of the Ease 
of Doing Business Act. These reforms aimed to streamline processes, 
making it easier for citizens and businesses to interact with government 
agencies, thereby fostering a more efficient and transparent governance 
model. 

In summary, the Ten Pillars of Progress delineate a multifaceted ap- 
proach to national development under Duterte's leadership. From eco- 
nomic reforms and infrastructure advancements to educational initia- 
tives and foreign policy changes, each pillar reflects a commitment to en- 
hancing the lives of Filipinos. Together, they illustrate the dynamic and 
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sometimes contentious journey of Duterte’s presidency, providing valu- 
able insights into the complexities of governance and the enduring im- 
pact of policy decisions on society. 
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Chapter 2: Tax Reform and Economic 
Growth 


The Tax Reform for Acceleration and 


Inclusion (TRAIN) Law 


The Tax Reform for Acceleration and Inclusion (TRAIN) Law, enacted 
on December 19, 2017, represents a significant milestone in the Duterte 
administration's economic strategy. Spearheaded by Finance Secretary 
Sonny Dominguez, the law aimed to overhaul the country’s tax system 
to make it more equitable and efficient. By providing substantial income 
tax cuts for the majority of Filipino taxpayers, TRAIN was crafted to 
increase disposable income and consumer spending, thereby stimulating 
economic growth. This initiative not only sought to alleviate the finan- 
cial burden on low- to middle-income earners but also aimed to generate 
additional revenue for the government to fund its ambitious infrastruc- 
ture and social service programs. 

One of the primary objectives of the TRAIN Law was to support the 
government's "Build, Build, Build" initiative, which focused on extensive 
infrastructure development across the Philippines. By raising additional 
funds through adjusted taxation, the law facilitated an unprecedented 
surge in infrastructure spending, with over PHP 6 trillion allocated dur- 
ing Duterte’s six-year term. The increased funds helped finance critical 
projects, including the construction of roads, bridges, and public facili- 
ties, thereby laying the groundwork for improved connectivity and eco- 
nomic activity throughout the nation. 

In addition to infrastructure funding, TRAIN also sought to modernize 
the country’s taxation framework, aligning it with contemporary eco- 
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nomic realities. The law included provisions for higher excise taxes on 
certain goods, such as tobacco and alcohol, aiming to promote healthier 
lifestyles while also raising revenue. These measures contributed to the 
government's ability to achieve a record-high tax revenue as a percentage 
of GDP, reaching 16.1 percent in 2019. This achievement marked a no- 
table increase from previous administrations, underscoring the effective- 
ness of the tax reforms in enhancing fiscal stability and funding essential 
government services. 

The TRAIN Law also laid the foundation for subsequent tax reforms, in- 
cluding the Corporate Recovery and Tax Incentives for Enterprises Act 
(CREATE) signed into law in March 2021. This legislation aimed to 
provide substantial tax relief to businesses, particularly micro, small, and 
medium enterprises (MSMEs), thereby fostering a more conducive envi- 
ronment for investment and growth. By reducing the corporate income 
tax rate from 30 percent to 20 percent, CREATE not only eased the fi- 
nancial burden on businesses but also enhanced the country’s attractive- 
ness as an investment destination. 

In summary, the Tax Reform for Acceleration and Inclusion (TRAIN) 
Law stands as a pivotal achievement of the Duterte administration, re- 
flecting a commitment to economic reform and development. By prior- 
itizing tax equity, modernizing the tax system, and generating essential 
revenue for infrastructure and social programs, the TRAIN Law played 
a crucial role in positioning the Philippines as one of the fastest-growing 
economies in Asia during Duterte's presidency. Its impacts continue to 
resonate, influencing subsequent policy decisions and shaping the trajec- 
tory of the nation’s economic landscape. 


Impact of Tax Measures on Economic 


Growth 


The impact of tax measures on economic growth during President Ro- 
drigo Duterte's administration is a significant aspect of his legacy. Cen- 
tral to these efforts was the implementation of the Tax Reform for Ac- 
celeration and Inclusion (TRAIN) Law, which came into effect on De- 
cember 19, 2017. This law aimed to provide substantial income tax re- 
ductions for a majority of Filipino taxpayers, thereby increasing dispos- 
able income and stimulating consumer spending. By raising additional 
funds through the restructured tax system, the government was able to 
support essential infrastructure projects and social services, aligning with 
Duterte’s ambitious "Build, Build, Build" program. This dual focus on tax 
reform and economic investment contributed to making the Philippines 
one of the fastest-growing economies in Asia prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Duterte’s administration saw a series of tax-related initiatives that col- 
lectively transformed the fiscal landscape of the country. The TRAIN 
Law was complemented by additional tax measures, including the Tax 
Amnesty Act and the Sin Tax Law, aimed at both enhancing revenue 
generation and promoting public health. By increasing taxes on tobacco 
and alcohol products, the government not only expanded its revenue 
base but also redirected public behavior towards healthier choices. These 
initiatives reflected a broader strategy to leverage tax policy as a tool 
for economic growth and improved societal outcomes, demonstrating a 
clear understanding of the interconnectedness of fiscal policy and public 
welfare. 

The economic growth fostered by these tax reforms was evident in vari- 
ous sectors. The government's ability to invest in infrastructure develop- 
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ment—bolstered by tax revenues—resulted in significant improvements 
in transportation and public facilities. Under the leadership of Secre- 
tary Mark Villar, the "Build, Build, Build" program saw an unprece- 
dented surge in infrastructure spending, with over P6 trillion allocated 
in six years. The improved infrastructure not only facilitated smoother 
logistics and transportation but also created jobs and stimulated local 
economies, further enhancing economic resilience. Thus, tax measures 
played a crucial role in financing these transformative projects, which 
were foundational to sustained economic growth. 

Additionally, the economic environment fostered by these tax reforms 
led to improvements in the ease of doing business in the Philippines. The 
enactment of the Ease of Doing Business Act and the introduction of 
streamlined permit processes significantly reduced bureaucratic red tape. 
This made the Philippines a more attractive destination for both local 
and foreign investors, as evidenced by the registration of over 7.5 million 
business establishments from 2017 to June 2021. The combination of tax 
incentives and improved bureaucratic efficiency created a more favorable 
business climate, which is essential for long-term economic stability and 
growth. 

In summary, the impact of tax measures under Duterte's administration 
cannot be overstated. The strategic implementation of the TRAIN Law 
and related tax reforms not only supported infrastructure development 
but also fostered an environment conducive to business growth. By pri- 
oritizing both revenue generation and public investment, Duterte's poli- 
cies aimed to create a robust economic framework that benefitted a 
broad segment of the population. While challenges remain, the initial 
successes of these tax measures lay the groundwork for continued eco- 
nomic progress in the Philippines, demonstrating the vital role of effec- 
tive fiscal policy in national development. 


Achievements in Tax Revenue Collection 


The achievements in tax revenue collection during President Rodrigo 
Duterte's administration reflect a substantial transformation in the 
Philippines’ fiscal landscape. One of the cornerstones of this achieve- 
ment was the Tax Reform for Acceleration and Inclusion (TRAIN) Law, 
implemented in December 2017. This landmark legislation aimed to 
provide significant income tax reductions for the majority of Filipino 
taxpayers while simultaneously raising the necessary funds to support 
critical infrastructure and social services initiatives, most notably the am- 
bitious “Build, Build, Build” program. The successful implementation of 
the TRAIN Law marked a pivotal moment in the Philippines’ journey 
toward becoming one of the fastest-growing economies in Asia. 

In addition to the TRAIN Law, Duterte's administration passed several 
key tax measures that collectively contributed to enhancing government 
revenue. The Tax Amnesty Act of February 2019 offered a unique op- 
portunity for taxpayers to settle outstanding liabilities, which not only 
facilitated compliance but also generated additional funds for the gov- 
ernment. Furthermore, the introduction of higher excise taxes on tobac- 
co and alcohol products under the Tobacco Tax Law and the Sin Tax 
Law, respectively, aimed to promote public health while simultaneously 
increasing the government's revenue base. These measures were designed 
not just to raise funds but to encourage healthier lifestyle choices among 
Filipinos. 

The impact of these tax reforms was evident in the notable increase in 
tax revenue as a percentage of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). By 
2019, the tax revenue reached an impressive 16.1%, significantly higher 
than the averages recorded during previous administrations. This surge 
in revenue allowed the government to finance essential projects and pro- 
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grams, thereby improving public services and infrastructure across the 
nation. The administration's commitment to fiscal discipline and effec- 
tive tax collection strategies laid a solid foundation for sustainable eco- 
nomic growth, even in the face of challenges presented by external fac- 
tors such as the global pandemic. 

An essential aspect of the Duterte administration's tax revenue achieve- 
ments was the modernization of revenue collection agencies. Efforts 
were made to enhance the efficiency and transparency of the Bureau 
of Internal Revenue (BIR) and other agencies, enabling them to better 
track compliance and minimize tax evasion. The introduction of the 
Central Business Portal streamlined the registration process for business- 
es, reducing wait times and facilitating compliance. This focus on im- 
proving bureaucratic processes not only benefited taxpayers but also fos- 
tered a more conducive environment for investment, ultimately attract- 
ing both local and foreign investors to the Philippine economy. 

In conclusion, the achievements in tax revenue collection during the 
Duterte administration represent a significant aspect of his legacy. 
Through comprehensive tax reforms and the modernization of revenue 
collection systems, the government successfully enhanced its ability to 
fund critical infrastructure and social programs. These initiatives not on- 
ly improved fiscal health but also contributed to the overall economic 
growth of the Philippines. As the country continues to navigate the post- 
pandemic landscape, the foundations laid during Duterte’s presidency 
will play a crucial role in shaping the future of the nation’s economic 


prospects. 
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Chapter 3: Build, Build, Build: 


Infrastructure Development 


Overview of the Build, Build, Build 
Program 


The "Build, Build, Build" program, a cornerstone of President Rodrigo 
Duterte's administration, represents a transformative approach to infra- 
structure development in the Philippines. Launched in 2017 under the 
leadership of Department of Public Works and Highways (DP WH) Sec- 
retary Mark Villar, the initiative aimed to address the chronic underin- 
vestment in infrastructure that had plagued the nation for decades. With 
a commitment to raise infrastructure spending to an average of 5.14 per- 
cent of GDP, the program not only sought to enhance physical infra- 
structure but also to stimulate economic growth and improve the quality 
of life for Filipinos across the archipelago. 

Over the course of Duterte’s six-year term, more than P6 trillion was al- 
located to infrastructure projects, a staggering investment that eclipsed 
the contributions of all previous administrations. This financial commit- 
ment facilitated the construction of essential facilities such as 145,000 
classrooms, 2,000 school buildings, and 5,555 bridges, along with over 
26,500 kilometers of roads, access roads, expressways, and tollways. The 
rapid pace of infrastructure development was unprecedented, with the 
DPWH achieving milestones that laid the groundwork for a more con- 
nected and accessible Philippines. 

Key projects under the "Build, Build, Build" program included signif- 
icant upgrades to transportation infrastructure, which were pivotal in 
modernizing the country's logistics and public transport systems. The 
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completion of major road networks and expressways significantly re- 
duced travel times and improved accessibility to remote areas. This focus 
on infrastructure not only enhanced mobility but also catalyzed eco- 
nomic activities, particularly in regions that had previously been under- 
served by development initiatives. As a result, the program played a cru- 
cial role in elevating the Philippines’ status as one of the fastest-growing 
economies in Asia during Duterte's presidency. 

Moreover, the "Build, Build, Build" program was designed to create mil- 
lions of jobs and stimulate local economies through direct and indirect 
employment opportunities. The construction boom contributed to a 
surge in demand for labor and materials, thereby invigorating various 
sectors of the economy. By prioritizing infrastructure development, the 
Duterte administration aimed to reduce poverty and improve living 
standards, particularly in rural and underserved urban areas. The pro- 
gram sought to leave a lasting legacy of improved infrastructure that 
would benefit future generations of Filipinos. 

In conclusion, the "Build, Build, Build" program stands out as one of the 
most ambitious and impactful initiatives of President Duterte's admin- 
istration. By prioritizing infrastructure spending and addressing the his- 
torical neglect of this sector, the program not only fostered economic 
growth but also aimed to enhance the quality of life for millions of Fil- 
ipinos. As the nation moves forward, the achievements of the "Build, 
Build, Build" program will continue to shape the Philippines’ infrastruc- 
ture landscape, providing a foundation for sustainable growth and devel- 
opment in the years to come. 
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Key Infrastructure Projects and Their 
Impact 


Key infrastructure projects undertaken during Rodrigo Roa Duterte's 
presidency represent a significant aspect of his administration's legacy, 
particularly through the "Build, Build, Build" program. This ambitious 
initiative aimed to enhance the Philippines’ infrastructure landscape, ad- 
dressing long-standing issues that hampered economic growth and ac- 
cessibility. With an unprecedented investment of over P6 trillion over 
six years, the Duterte administration prioritized infrastructure spending, 
raising it to an average of 5.14 percent of GDP, a marked increase com- 
pared to previous administrations. The results of these investments are 
evident in the extensive developments in transportation, education, and 
public utilities, which have transformed daily life for many Filipinos. 
The construction of new roads, bridges, and school facilities stands out as 
one of the most tangible impacts of this infrastructure push. The Depart- 
ment of Public Works and Highways (DPWH), under Secretary Mark 
Villar, reported the completion of 145,000 classrooms, 2,000 school 
buildings, and 5,555 bridges, along with 26,500 kilometers of roads and 
expressways. These projects not only improved accessibility for remote 
communities but also facilitated trade and commerce, contributing to a 
more robust economy. The ripple effect of these developments was felt 
across various sectors, enhancing the quality of education and promoting 
regional development. 

Transportation modernization was another critical element of Duterte's 
infrastructure agenda, spearheaded by the Department of Transporta- 
tion (DOTr) under Secretary Art Tugade. The expansion of RoRo (roll- 
on/roll-off) shipping routes increased from 120 in 2016 to 181 by 2020, 
significantly enhancing inter-island connectivity. In addition, the com- 
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pletion of over 200 airport projects and improvements to existing termi- 
nals, such as NAIA, which became one of the most improved airports 
globally, contributed to a more efficient travel experience for both do- 
mestic and international passengers. These advancements not only im- 
proved the logistics of moving goods and people but also positioned the 
country as a more attractive destination for tourism and investment. 
The impact of these infrastructure projects can also be seen in the en- 
hanced capacity for disaster response and management. With the estab- 
lishment of more resilient infrastructure, the Philippines, a country fre- 
quently affected by natural disasters, is better equipped to handle emer- 
gencies. The construction of new lighthouses and seaports has improved 
maritime safety and security, making it easier to coordinate disaster relief 
efforts. These projects reflect a forward-thinking approach to infrastruc- 
ture that considers not just immediate needs but also long-term sustain- 
ability and resilience. 

In conclusion, the key infrastructure projects initiated during Duterte's 
administration have had a profound impact on the Philippines, con- 
tributing to economic growth, improving public services, and enhancing 
the overall quality of life. While challenges remain, the groundwork laid 
by the "Build, Build, Build" program has set the stage for future develop- 
ment, demonstrating the importance of infrastructure as a pillar of na- 
tional progress. As the country moves forward, the lessons learned from 
these initiatives will be crucial in shaping a more prosperous and sustain- 
able future for all Filipinos. 
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Comparison of Infrastructure Spending 
Across Administrations 


The comparison of infrastructure spending across various administra- 
tions reveals significant trends and shifts in fiscal priorities, particularly 
during Rodrigo Roa Duterte’s presidency. Historically, infrastructure in- 
vestment in the Philippines has fluctuated, with previous administra- 
tions allocating limited resources relative to the country’s needs. For in- 
stance, under Fidel Ramos, the average infrastructure spending was ap- 
proximately 1.7 percent of GDP, which was slightly lower during Joseph 
Estrada's tenure at 1.62 percent. Gloria Arroyo's administration main- 
tained an average of 1.5 percent, while Benigno Aquino II managed to 
raise it to 2.7 percent. These figures illustrate a modest commitment to 
infrastructure development prior to Duterte, highlighting a longstand- 
ing challenge in addressing the country’s infrastructure deficits. 

In stark contrast, Duterte’s administration marked a transformative pe- 
riod in infrastructure spending, particularly through the "Build, Build, 
Build" program spearheaded by Department of Public Works and High- 
ways Secretary Mark Villar. Under Duterte, infrastructure investment 
skyrocketed to an average of 5.14 percent of GDP, significantly surpass- 
ing the expenditures of his predecessors. Over six years, the Duterte ad- 
ministration allocated more than P6 trillion to infrastructure projects, 
underscoring a decisive shift in policy aimed at addressing the infrastruc- 
ture gap. This unprecedented financial commitment translated into tan- 
gible outcomes, including the construction of 145,000 classrooms, 2,000 
school buildings, 5,555 bridges, and an extensive network of roads and 
expressways totaling 26,500 kilometers. 

The achievements under the "Build, Build, Build" initiative were not 


merely numerical; they fundamentally reshaped the country’s infrastruc- 
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ture landscape. The Department of Transportation, led by Secretary Art 
Tugade, complemented these efforts with a focus on modernizing trans- 
portation systems. The expansion of Roll-On/Roll-Off (RoRo) shipping 
routes and the development of new airport terminals significantly im- 
proved the connectivity and efficiency of transportation within the arch- 
ipelago. Notably, the revitalization of the Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport (NAIA) transformed it from one of the worst airports globally 
to one of the most improved by 2018. The administration also addressed 
critical gaps by completing over 200 airport projects, enhancing the over- 
all travel experience for both domestic and international passengers. 
Furthermore, the Duterte administration’s approach to infrastructure 
spending was characterized by a commitment to accountability and efh- 
ciency. The introduction of laws aimed at reducing red tape and stream- 
lining government processes facilitated faster project approvals and im- 
plementation. The enactment of the Ease of Doing Business Act allowed 
for more efficient navigation of bureaucratic hurdles, ultimately fostering 
a more conducive environment for infrastructure development. This sys- 
temic change not only boosted public confidence but also attracted pri- 
vate investments, demonstrating a successful model for public-private 
partnerships in infrastructure. 

In conclusion, the comparison of infrastructure spending across different 
administrations illustrates a clear evolution in the Philippines’ approach 
to development and modernization. Duterte’s unprecedented commit- 
ment to infrastructure investment, marked by substantial financial allo- 
cations and effective project execution, set a new benchmark for future 
leaders. The tangible benefits of this approach are evident in the en- 
hanced quality of life for Filipinos, improved transportation systems, and 
an invigorated economy, positioning the country for sustained growth in 
the years to come. 


¥ 


Chapter 4: Transportation Modernization 


Improvements in Mass Transportation 


Improvements in mass transportation have been a significant aspect of 
Rodrigo Duterte's administration, highlighting a commitment to mod- 
ernize the country’s infrastructure and enhance the mobility of its citi- 
zens. Under the leadership of Secretary Art Tugade at the Department 
of Transportation (DOTr), the government undertook numerous initia- 
tives aimed at making mass transit safer, more reliable, and accessible 
to the Filipino populace. This transformation was not only about infra- 
structure but also about improving the overall travel experience for com- 
muters across the nation. 

One of the hallmark achievements of Duterte's transportation modern- 
ization efforts was the expansion of the Roll-on/Roll-off (RoRo) ship- 
ping routes. The number of routes increased from 120 in 2016 to 181 by 
2020, facilitating greater connectivity for vehicles and goods across the 
archipelago. This expansion not only improved logistics but also provid- 
ed more options for travelers, contributing to a more integrated trans- 
portation network. The targeted addition of 41 new routes aims to ser- 
vice 325 ships and accommodate up to 4.8 million vehicles, thereby en- 
hancing the country’s maritime transport capabilities. 

In addition to maritime improvements, significant investments were 
made in airport infrastructure. More than 200 airport projects were 
completed, alongside upgrades to major facilities such as Mactan, Clark, 
Ormoc, and Kalibo. The revival of the Bicol Airport after an 11-year 
hiatus is a notable example of how the administration sought to revi- 
talize underutilized assets. Furthermore, the enhancement of the Ninoy 
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Aquino International Airport (NAIA) transformed it from one of the 
worst-rated airports globally to the most improved by 2018, demonstrat- 
ing a commitment to elevating the standards of air travel in the Philip- 
pines. 

The administration’s focus on transportation also extended to the ambi- 
tious project of constructing a subway along EDSA, the Philippines’ pri- 
mary thoroughfare. This initiative represents a significant leap towards 
modernizing urban transit, aimed at alleviating the perennial traffic con- 
gestion that plagues Metro Manila. The introduction of night-rated air- 
ports, which increased from 14 in 2016 to 20 by mid-2021, further illus- 
trates the drive towards expanding operational capabilities and improy- 
ing service delivery in the aviation sector. 

Overall, the improvements in mass transportation during Duterte's pres- 
idency exemplify a strategic approach to infrastructure development that 
aligns with the broader goals of the Build, Build, Build program. By 
addressing critical bottlenecks in transportation, the administration has 
laid the groundwork for a more efficient and accessible transit system, ul- 
timately contributing to the economic growth and mobility of the Fil- 
ipino people. These advancements not only reflect a commitment to 
modernity but also enhance the quality of life for citizens, making mass 
transportation a cornerstone of Duterte's legacy. 
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Development of Airport and Seaport 
Projects 


The development of airport and seaport projects during Rodrigo 
Duterte’s presidency marked a significant transformation in the Philip- 
pines’ infrastructure landscape, resonating with his broader "Build, 
Build, Build" initiative. This initiative aimed to modernize the country’s 
infrastructure to support economic growth, improve connectivity, and 
enhance the overall quality of life for Filipino citizens. Under the lead- 
ership of Department of Transportation Secretary Art Tugade, a com- 
prehensive approach was taken to upgrade existing facilities and expand 
transportation networks, both in the air and at sea. The results of these 
efforts contributed to making the Philippines a more accessible and com- 
petitive player in the global economy. 

One of the most notable achievements was the completion of over 200 
airport projects, which significantly improved air travel safety and ef- 
ficiency. Noteworthy among these projects were the new terminals at 
Mactan, Clark, Ormoc, and Kalibo, all designed to accommodate in- 
creasing passenger volumes and enhance the travel experience. The re- 
vival of Bicol Airport after an 11-year delay stands out as a symbol of 
progress, demonstrating the administration's commitment to addressing 
long-standing infrastructure gaps. Furthermore, the increase in night- 
rated airports, from 14 in 2016 to 20 by mid-2021, expanded opera- 
tional capacity and improved service availability, especially for regional 
destinations. 

In parallel, the development of seaports was equally transformative, with 
the completion of approximately 400 port projects. The expansion of 
Roll-on/Roll-off (RoRo) shipping routes from 120 to 181 between 2016 
and 2020 facilitated increased trade and enhanced connectivity among 
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the islands. This improvement was crucial for an archipelagic nation like 
the Philippines, as it allowed for a more efficient movement of goods and 
services, thereby bolstering local economies and supporting the liveli- 
hoods of many Filipinos. The targeted completion of additional routes 
aims to service an even greater number of ships and vehicles, further so- 
lidifying the Philippines’ maritime framework. 

Modernization efforts also extended to the enhancement of existing 
transportation systems, such as the notable upgrades made to the Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport (NAIA). Once ranked among the worst 
airports globally, NAIA transformed into the most improved airport by 
2018, a testament to the administration's focus on raising operational 
standards. This included not only infrastructural improvements but also 
the eradication of corrupt practices, such as the notorious "laglag bala" 
extortion scheme, which plagued travelers and tarnished the airport's 
reputation. These changes fostered a renewed sense of trust among inter- 
national travelers and improved the overall perception of the Philippines 
as a travel destination. 

The comprehensive approach to airport and seaport development under 
Duterte’s administration exemplifies a critical aspect of his legacy. By pri- 
oritizing infrastructure modernization, the government addressed both 
immediate transportation needs and long-term economic aspirations. 
The emphasis on collective growth through improved infrastructure has 
paved the way for increased tourism, trade, and investment, ultimately 
contributing to the Philippines’ status as one of the fastest-growing 
economies in Asia. As these projects continue to evolve, they are expect- 
ed to play a pivotal role in shaping the future of the nation, ensuring that 
the benefits of development reach all Filipinos. 
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The Role of Department of 
Transportation in Modernization 


The Department of Transportation (DOTr) played a pivotal role in the 
modernization of the Philippines during President Rodrigo Duterte's ad- 
ministration. This subchapter explores how the department, under Sec- 
retary Arthur Tugade, initiated transformative projects aimed at enhanc- 
ing the country’s transportation infrastructure and improving the over- 
all mobility of its citizens. This modernization was not merely about up- 
grading facilities; it was about creating a robust framework that supports 
economic growth, eases congestion, and provides safe and reliable trans- 
portation options. 

One of the significant achievements of the DOTr was the expansion of 
the Roll-on/Roll-off (RoRo) shipping routes. In 2016, the number of 
RoRo routes stood at 120, servicing 223 ships and accommodating 2.8 
million vehicles. By 2020, this number increased to 181 routes, target- 
ing an additional 41 routes to service 325 ships and 4.8 million vehi- 
cles. This expansion not only facilitated better inter-island connectivity 
but also empowered local economies by making trade and movement of 
goods more efficient. Such improvements in maritime transport reflect a 
strategic approach to bolster the logistics sector, thereby contributing to 
the overall economic landscape of the nation. 

On land, the DOTr's efforts were equally commendable. The establish- 
ment of new airport terminals in Mactan, Clark, Ormoc, and Kalibo, 
along with the revival of Bicol Airport after an 11-year delay, showcased 
the government's commitment to enhancing air travel. The increase in 
night-rated airports, from 14 in 2016 to 20 by mid-2021, further con- 
tributed to improving accessibility and safety for both domestic and in- 
ternational travelers. Notably, the transformation of Ninoy Aquino In- 
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ternational Airport (NAIA) from one of the worst to the most im- 
proved airports globally by 2018 underscored the effectiveness of these 
initiatives, as did the eradication of the notorious "laglag-bala" extortion 
scheme. 

The modernization agenda also encompassed ambitious projects like the 
construction of a subway along EDSA, which had long been a dream 
for urban commuters. Such infrastructure developments not only allevi- 
ate trafic congestion but also promote the use of public transport, mak- 
ing it a viable option for many Filipinos. The DOT's comprehensive ap- 
proach, which included more than 200 airport projects and 400 seaport 
enhancements, reflects a multi-faceted strategy to modernize transporta- 
tion in a country where traffic and public transport challenges have long 
hindered economic progress. 

The impact of the DOTr's modernization efforts extends beyond in- 
frastructure; it intertwines with the broader economic objectives set 
forth under Duterte's administration. By enhancing transportation sys- 
tems, the DOTr contributes to the "Build, Build, Build" program, which 
emphasizes the importance of infrastructure in sustaining economic 
growth. The investments made in transportation not only generate im- 
mediate employment opportunities but also foster long-term economic 
stability by improving the efficiency of goods and services movement 
across the archipelago. 

In conclusion, the Department of Transportation under Secretary 
Arthur Tugade has been instrumental in the modernization of the 
Philippines. Through significant expansions in maritime, air, and land 
transport, the DOTr has laid down the groundwork for a more con- 
nected and accessible nation. These initiatives illustrate a strategic vision 
aimed at improving the lives of everyday Filipinos while stimulating eco- 
nomic growth, reinforcing Duterte's legacy as a president committed to 
progress and modernization. 
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Chapter 5: Education Initiatives 


The Universal Access to Quality Tertiary 
Education Act 


The Universal Access to Quality Tertiary Education Act represents a 
landmark achievement in Rodrigo Duterte's administration, reflecting a 
commitment to enhancing educational opportunities for all Filipinos. 
Signed into law on August 3, 2017, this legislation aims to provide eq- 
uitable access to quality higher education by eliminating tuition fees for 
students in state universities and colleges (SUCs) and local universities 
and colleges (LUCs). By institutionalizing free higher education, the act 
ensures that financial barriers do not impede the pursuit of academic ex- 
cellence, thereby fostering a more educated and skilled workforce that 
can contribute to the nation’s development. 

This initiative is particularly significant in a country where access to qual- 
ity education has historically been limited by socio-economic factors. 
The act not only abolishes tuition fees but also introduces various fi- 
nancial assistance programs, including the Tertiary Education Subsidy 
(TES) and a Student Loan Program. These provisions are designed to 
support students from low-income families, ensuring that they have the 
necessary resources to succeed in their academic endeavors. As a result, 
by 2020, approximately 1.6 million students were benefiting from these 
educational provisions, marking a 36 percent increase from the previous 
year. 

In addition to promoting free higher education, the Universal Access to 
Quality Tertiary Education Act also encompasses the Free Technical and 
Vocational Education and Training (TVET) initiative. Recognizing the 


25 


26 WILLIAM UBAGAN 


diverse pathways to success, this aspect of the legislation provides stu- 
dents with opportunities to acquire technical skills that are highly rele- 
vant in today's job market. By emphasizing both academic and vocation- 
al training, the act aims to equip Filipinos with a broad range of skills, 
thereby enhancing their employability and readiness for the workforce. 
The impact of this legislation extends beyond individual students; it has 
the potential to drive economic growth and development on a national 
scale. A more educated populace is better positioned to innovate, adapt, 
and respond to the demands of a rapidly changing global economy. By 
investing in education, the Duterte administration has laid the ground- 
work for a more competitive workforce that can contribute to the Philip- 
pines’ position as one of the fastest-growing economies in Asia. This fo- 
cus on quality education aligns with Duterte's broader vision of sustain- 
able development through the empowerment of the Filipino people. 

In summary, the Universal Access to Quality Tertiary Education Act is 
a cornerstone of Duterte's legacy, reflecting a transformative approach to 
education in the Philippines. By prioritizing access to quality higher ed- 
ucation and supporting diverse educational pathways, this legislation not 
only addresses immediate financial barriers but also fosters long-term so- 
cio-economic development. As the nation continues to evolve, the impli- 
cations of this act will resonate through generations, shaping the future 
of Filipino society and its contributions to the global community. 
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Impact of Free College Education on 
Filipino Students 


The implementation of free college education in the Philippines, a hall- 
mark achievement of President Rodrigo Duterte's administration, has 
had a profound impact on Filipino students and the broader education 
system. With the enactment of the Universal Access to Quality Tertiary 
Education Act in 2017, the government aimed to expand access to high- 
er education, providing a pathway for students who previously faced sig- 
nificant financial barriers. By 2020, approximately 1.6 million students 
benefitted from this initiative, marking a 36% increase from the previous 
year. This surge in enrollment not only reflects a newfound opportunity 
for many but also signifies a shift in societal attitudes toward education 
as a fundamental right. 

The direct benefits of free college education extend beyond mere access; 
they encompass the overall enhancement of educational quality and eq- 
uity. By alleviating the financial burdens associated with tuition fees, stu- 
dents from low-income families can pursue degrees without the con- 
stant stress of debt accumulation. This initiative has empowered a diverse 
range of students, including those from marginalized communities, to as- 
pire and strive for higher educational attainment. As a result, the demo- 
graphic landscape of higher education is gradually diversifying, fostering 
a more inclusive environment that encourages varied perspectives and ex- 
periences. 

Furthermore, the educational reforms under Duterte’s administration 
have stimulated economic growth by cultivating a more skilled work- 
force. With greater access to quality higher education, students are better 
equipped with the knowledge and skills necessary for the job market. 


This is particularly crucial in a rapidly evolving global economy where 
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employers seek graduates who can adapt to new challenges and technolo- 
gies. The investment in education, through financial assistance and schol- 
arships, aligns with the government's broader economic goals, ensuring 
that the youth can contribute effectively to national development and in- 
novation. 

The ripple effects of free college education also resonate within the com- 
munity and family structures. As students pursue higher education, the 
potential for upward mobility increases, leading to improved living stan- 
dards for families. Educated individuals often become role models, in- 
spiring younger generations to aspire for academic and professional suc- 
cess. This shift not only enhances individual prospects but also promotes 
a culture of education within communities, reinforcing the idea that ed- 
ucation is vital for personal and social advancement. 

In conclusion, the impact of free college education on Filipino students 
is multifaceted, significantly transforming the educational landscape and 
societal dynamics. Through increased access and equity in higher educa- 
tion, the Duterte administration has laid the groundwork for a more ed- 
ucated and skilled workforce, paving the way for economic growth and 
community development. As the nation continues to navigate the com- 
plexities of the modern world, the importance of investing in education 
remains paramount, ensuring that every Filipino has the opportunity to 
thrive and contribute to the country’s progress. 
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Broader Implications for the Education 
System 


The broader implications for the education system during Rodrigo 
Duterte's presidency are significant, particularly in the context of his ma- 
jor achievement of expanding access to education through the Univer- 
sal Access to Quality Tertiary Education Act. This landmark legislation, 
signed into law in 2017, provided free college education to students en- 
rolled in state universities and colleges (SUCs) and local universities and 
colleges (LUCs). By 2020, approximately 1.6 million students were ben- 
efiting from this initiative, marking a 36 percent increase from the previ- 
ous year. This expansion not only alleviated the financial burden on fam- 
ilies but also aimed to enhance the overall quality of higher education in 
the Philippines. 

Duterte’s administration also prioritized technical and vocational educa- 
tion and training (TVET) as a means to equip the workforce with es- 
sential skills for a rapidly changing job market. The inclusion of various 
financial assistance programs and scholarships under the education re- 
form further diversified the opportunities available to students from low- 
er socioeconomic backgrounds. By institutionalizing these initiatives, 
Duterte’s government aimed to create a more equitable education system 
where all Filipinos could access quality education, regardless of their fi- 
nancial status. 

The impact of these educational reforms extends beyond individual stu- 
dents to the broader economy. An educated workforce is crucial for dri- 
ving economic growth, particularly in a country that aspires to be one 
of the fastest-growing economies in Asia. By investing in education, the 
Duterte administration sought to address the skills gap in various indus- 
tries, ensuring that graduates were not just employable but also equipped 
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to contribute to the country's development. This proactive approach is 
expected to yield long-term benefits, as a skilled labor force is essential 
for attracting foreign investments and fostering innovation. 

Moreover, the massive infrastructure projects under the "Build, Build, 
Build" program complement these educational initiatives by creating 
better access to educational institutions. The construction of new class- 
rooms and school buildings, as well as improvements in transportation 
infrastructure, facilitates easier commutes for students, thereby increas- 
ing enrollment rates. The government's emphasis on modernizing trans- 
portation systems ensures that students can reach their educational insti- 
tutions safely and efficiently, further promoting higher attendance and 
retention rates. 

In conclusion, the broader implications of Duterte's educational policies 
reflect a comprehensive strategy to uplift the Philippines through human 
capital development. By focusing on expanding access to higher educa- 
tion and technical training, the administration has laid the groundwork 
for a more skilled and educated populace. This approach not only ad- 
dresses immediate educational needs but also aligns with long-term eco- 
nomic goals, creating a ripple effect that can lead to sustained national 
progress. As these reforms continue to unfold, their influence on both 
individuals and society as a whole will be critical in shaping the future of 


the Philippines. 


¥ 


Chapter 6: Foreign Policy Shifts 


The Pivot to China: Strategy and 
Implications 


The Philippines’ pivot to China marks a significant shift in the country's 
foreign policy under President Rodrigo Duterte, reflecting a strategic 
alignment that seeks to balance economic growth with geopolitical con- 
siderations. This pivot is rooted in the recognition of China's growing in- 
fluence in the region and the potential benefits of closer economic ties. 
Duterte’s administration has embraced this relationship, viewing it as 
an opportunity to secure investments, infrastructure development, and 
trade partnerships that could bolster the Philippine economy and en- 
hance its global standing. 

One of the primary implications of this pivot is the influx of Chinese 
investments in various sectors, including infrastructure, energy, and 
telecommunications. Through initiatives like the "Build, Build, Build" 
program, the Duterte administration has leveraged Chinese financing to 
fund critical infrastructure projects. This approach has allowed the gov- 
ernment to address long-standing deficiencies in infrastructure, a key fac- 
tor in the Philippines’ economic growth trajectory. The collaboration 
with China has resulted in significant projects, such as bridges, roads, 
and rail systems, aimed at improving connectivity and accessibility across 
the archipelago, thereby facilitating trade and investment. 

However, the pivot to China has not been without its controversies. 
Critics argue that closer ties with Beijing could compromise the Philip- 
pines’ sovereignty and lead to increased dependence on China. Concerns 
over territorial disputes in the South China Sea have been a focal point 
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of this debate. While Duterte has sought to maintain a diplomatic ap- 
proach to these tensions, the balance between fostering economic co- 
operation and safeguarding national interests remains a complex chal- 
lenge. The administration’s ability to navigate these waters will signif- 
icantly impact the Philippines’ long-term security and diplomatic rela- 
tionships, particularly with traditional allies like the United States. 
Moreover, this strategic reorientation has broader implications for the 
Philippines’ participation in regional and global dynamics. By aligning 
more closely with China, the Philippines may find itself playing a pivotal 
role in the evolving geopolitical landscape of Southeast Asia. The coun- 
try's growing relationship with China could enable it to become a signif- 
icant player in regional initiatives, such as the Belt and Road Initiative, 
which aims to enhance trade and investment connectivity across Asia. 
This positioning could provide the Philippines with leverage in negotia- 
tions and partnerships that benefit its economic ambitions. 

In summary, Duterte's pivot to China encapsulates a transformative 
phase in Philippine foreign policy, characterized by a pragmatic ap- 
proach to economic development through strategic partnerships. While 
the potential benefits of increased investment and infrastructure devel- 
opment are evident, the implications for national sovereignty, security, 
and international relations require careful consideration. As the Philip- 
pines continues to navigate its role in a rapidly changing geopolitical 
landscape, the outcomes of this pivot will shape the nation’s future tra- 
jectory and its standing in the global community. 
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Balancing Relations with the United 
States 


Balancing relations with the United States has been a crucial aspect of 
Rodrigo Duterte's presidency, particularly as he navigated a complex 
geopolitical landscape marked by shifting alliances and domestic priori- 
ties. The Philippines has a long-standing history with the United States, 
characterized by military and economic ties established during the colo- 
nial period and continuing through the modern era. However, under 
Duterte's administration, a distinct pivot towards China emerged, 
prompting discussions on how to maintain a healthy relationship with 
Washington while pursuing a more independent foreign policy. 
Duterte’s approach to foreign policy has often been described as balanc- 
ing act, where he sought to strengthen ties with China without com- 
pletely alienating the United States. This strategy was evident in various 
diplomatic engagements and bilateral agreements. For instance, 
Duterte’s administration successfully negotiated the return of the 
Balangiga bells, a historical artifact that had been taken by American sol- 
diers. This act was symbolic of the Philippines asserting its sovereignty 
and was welcomed by both the Filipino public and international ob- 
servers as a positive step in re-establishing national pride and historical 
justice without compromising the country’s alliance with the US. 

While pursuing closer relations with China, Duterte also emphasized the 
importance of maintaining robust defense ties with the United States. 
The Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA), which allows 
for increased US. military presence and infrastructure development in 
the Philippines, was crucial in this regard. This agreement not only en- 
hances the Philippines’ defense capabilities but also serves as a deterrent 
against potential aggressions in the region, particularly concerning mar- 
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itime disputes in the South China Sea. By fostering military cooperation, 
Duterte aimed to reassure both domestic and international stakeholders 
of the Philippines’ commitment to its defense obligations. 

Moreover, the Duterte administration sought to leverage its relationship 
with the U.S. to garner economic support and investment. The Philip- 
pines has been a beneficiary of various U.S. development assistance pro- 
grams aimed at strengthening infrastructure, education, and health care. 
By balancing relations with the US. while courting investment from 
China, Duterte aimed to stimulate economic growth in the Philippines, 
thereby addressing domestic challenges such as poverty and unemploy- 
ment. This dual approach allowed the administration to harness the ben- 
efits of foreign investment while ensuring that the Philippines remained 
an active player in regional geopolitics. 

The challenges of balancing relations with the United States are further 
complicated by the domestic implications of Duterte's foreign policy. 
Critics argue that a pivot towards China may undermine the Philippines’ 
longstanding commitments to democratic values and human rights, es- 
pecially amidst concerns over extrajudicial killings and authoritarian ten- 
dencies. Nevertheless, Duterte's administration has maintained that an 
independent foreign policy is essential for national sovereignty and self- 
determination. As his presidency comes to a close, the legacy of balanc- 
ing relations with the United States will likely be evaluated in the con- 
text of the broader geopolitical dynamics in the Asia-Pacific region, with 
implications for future administrations and the Philippine people's aspi- 
rations for progress and stability. 
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The Return of the Balangiga Bells: A 
Symbolic Achievement 


The return of the Balangiga Bells to the Philippines marks a significant 
milestone in the nation’s historical narrative, transcending mere artifact 
repatriation to embody a powerful symbol of national pride and re- 
silience. These bells, which were taken by American troops as war tro- 
phies following the Balangiga massacre in 1901, represent not only a 
painful chapter in Philippine history but also a testament to the endur- 
ing spirit of Filipinos. The successful negotiation for their return under 
President Rodrigo Duterte's administration stands as a reflection of the 
Philippines’ evolving stance on its historical grievances and its quest for 
justice and recognition on the global stage. 

The Balangiga Bells have long been a poignant reminder of the struggle 
against colonial rule and the sacrifices made by Filipinos in their pursuit 
of independence. Their seizure during the Philippine-American War was 
part of a broader narrative of oppression and resistance, and the bells 
became a rallying point for those advocating for historical acknowledg- 
ment and reparative justice. By reclaiming these significant artifacts, the 
Duterte administration not only addressed a long-standing demand 
from the Filipino people but also reinforced a narrative of sovereignty 
and dignity that resonates deeply within the national consciousness. 

The diplomatic efforts that led to the return of the Balangiga Bells were 
emblematic of Duterte’s independent foreign policy approach, which 
sought to balance relations between major powers like the United States 
and China. By leveraging historical grievances, Duterte was able to foster 
a renewed dialogue with the US., resulting in the bells’ eventual return 
after more than a century. This achievement not only underscores the 
Philippines’ diplomatic agency but also signifies a broader commitment 
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to addressing historical injustices, something that is often overlooked in 
international relations. 

Moreover, the return of the bells has cultural and educational implica- 
tions for the Philippines. They now serve as a vital link to the past, re- 
minding future generations of the struggles endured in the fight for free- 
dom. The bells are expected to be displayed in a prominent location, 
where they can educate the public about the rich history of resistance 
against colonialism and the importance of cultural heritage. This act of 
repatriation thus becomes a powerful tool for national identity forma- 
tion and cultural preservation, highlighting the significance of history in 
shaping contemporary Filipino society. 

In conclusion, the return of the Balangiga Bells stands as a symbolic 
achievement for President Duterte's administration, reflecting not only 
the successful navigation of complex international relations but also the 
importance of addressing historical wounds. This event encapsulates a 
broader narrative of healing and reconciliation, serving as a reminder of 
the strength and resilience of the Filipino people. As the nation moves 
forward, the bells will continue to resonate as a powerful symbol of 
sovereignty, cultural pride, and the ongoing journey toward justice and 
recognition for historical grievances. 
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Chapter 7: Governance and Bureaucratic 
Reform 


Reducing Red Tape: The Ease of Doing 


Business Act 


Reducing bureaucratic hurdles has been a significant focus of Rodrigo 
Duterte’s administration, particularly through the implementation of 
the Ease of Doing Business Act (RA No. 11032). This legislation was de- 
signed to streamline processes within the government, making it easier 
for both local and foreign investors to navigate the often-complex regula- 
tory landscape of the Philippines. By mandating that government agen- 
cies respond to public requests within 15 days, the Act established a 
more efficient framework that reduces the time and effort required to se- 
cure necessary permits and licenses. This commitment to efficiency was a 
cornerstone of Duterte's vision to make the Philippines an attractive des- 
tination for investment. 

Prior to the enactment of the Ease of Doing Business Act, the Philip- 
pines ranked relatively low in the World Bank's Doing Business Report, 
highlighting the challenges faced by entrepreneurs. However, under 
Duterte’s leadership, the country's rank improved significantly, moving 
from 14th in 2019 to 95th in 2020. This dramatic shift underscores the 
effectiveness of the reforms implemented to reduce red tape. The re- 
vised business permit and licensing standards, developed collaborative- 
ly by the Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG), 
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), and Department of Informa- 
tion and Communications Technology (DICT), facilitated compliance 
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among local government units (LGUs) and enhanced the overall busi- 
ness climate. 

One of the notable achievements of the Ease of Doing Business Act 
was the introduction of the Central Business Portal (CBP), launched on 
January 28, 2021. This online platform adopted a whole-of-government 
approach, integrating various agencies like the Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) and Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) to stream- 
line business registration processes. The CBP significantly reduced the 
average processing time for registering corporations from 33 days to just 
7 days. This remarkable improvement not only alleviated the burden 
of endless queues in public offices but also showcased the government's 
commitment to providing world-class services to its constituents. 
Furthermore, the administration's focus on reducing red tape has been 
instrumental in fostering economic growth. More than 7.5 million busi- 
ness establishments were registered between 2017 and June 2021, re- 
flecting a surge in entrepreneurial activity catalyzed by the new stream- 
lined processes. The reduction of bureaucratic obstacles has enabled busi- 
nesses to operate more efficiently, ultimately contributing to job creation 
and economic development across the nation. The positive impact of 
these reforms is evident in the increasing number of investments and the 
overall resilience of the Philippine economy. 

In conclusion, the Ease of Doing Business Act represents a critical com- 
ponent of Duterte's legacy, embodying his administration's commitment 
to governance reform and economic growth. By prioritizing the reduc- 
tion of red tape, Duterte aimed to create a more favorable business en- 
vironment, thereby enhancing the Philippines’ competitive edge in the 
global market. As the nation continues to build on these foundational re- 
forms, the focus on efficiency and transparency in government services 
will remain crucial in driving sustainable development and improving 
the quality of life for all Filipinos. 
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Enhancements in Government Service 


Delivery 


Enhancements in government service delivery under President Rodrigo 
Duterte have marked a significant shift in how Filipinos interact with 
their government. One of the most notable reforms was the enactment 
of the Ease of Doing Business and Efficient Government Service Deliv- 
ery Act (RA No. 11032) in 2018. This law mandated that government 
agencies respond to public requests and concerns within 15 days, thereby 
streamlining processes that previously bogged down citizens and busi- 
nesses alike. By setting clear timelines for service provision, the Duterte 
administration aimed to foster a more responsive and accountable bu- 
reaucracy. 

The establishment of the Central Business Portal (CBP) in 2021 further 
exemplified this commitment to efficiency. The CBP integrated various 
government services into a single platform, allowing users to register 
businesses online without the hassle of navigating multiple agencies. This 
initiative not only simplified business registration but also reduced the 
average processing time for corporations from 33 days to just seven. Such 
advancements are critical in a country where small and medium enter- 
prises (SMEs) play a vital role in the economy, promoting job creation 
and innovation. 

Another significant enhancement came through the Revised Business 
Permit and Licensing System (BPLS), which aimed to standardize and 
expedite the issuance of permits and licenses at the local government ley- 
el. This system has seen increasing compliance among local government 
units (LGUs), resulting in over 7.5 million business establishments regis- 
tered from 2017 to mid-2021. By minimizing bureaucratic hurdles, these 
reforms have not only improved service delivery but also enhanced the 
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investment climate, making the Philippines more attractive to local and 
foreign investors. 

Duterte's administration also made strides in health care delivery 
through the Universal Health Care Law, which expanded insurance coy- 
erage to 100% of the population. This initiative aimed to ensure that 
all Filipinos have access to essential health services without facing finan- 
cial hardship. The establishment of new treatment facilities and the ex- 
pansion of vaccination programs during the COVID-19 pandemic high- 
lighted the government's commitment to enhancing public health infra- 
structure and service delivery. These efforts were crucial in addressing the 
challenges posed by the pandemic and ensuring that health services re- 
mained accessible to all. 

In summary, the enhancements in government service delivery during 
Duterte's presidency reflect a concerted effort to reduce red tape, im- 
prove efficiency, and make essential services more accessible to the Fil- 
ipino people. By prioritizing reforms that streamline processes and ex- 
pand access to services, the administration aimed to create a more re- 
sponsive government that meets the needs of its citizens. These advance- 
ments are integral to understanding Duterte's legacy as they not only 
transformed the bureaucratic landscape but also set a foundation for on- 
going improvements in public service in the Philippines. 
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The Central Business Portal and Business 
Registration Improvements 


The Central Business Portal (CBP) represents a significant advancement 
in the Philippine government's approach to business registration, stream- 
lining processes and promoting entrepreneurship. Launched on January 
28, 2021, the CBP is a digital platform designed to unify various goy- 
ernmental agencies, including the Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC), Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR), and local government units 
(LGUs). This initiative reflects a whole-of-government approach, aiming 
to eliminate the bureaucratic hurdles that have long plagued business reg- 
istration in the Philippines. By facilitating transactions through a sin- 
gle website, the CBP simplifies the process for entrepreneurs, making it 
more efficient and accessible. 

Before the implementation of the CBP, businesses faced an arduous 
process that could take weeks, if not months, to complete. The average 
time for registering a corporation was around 33 days, which deterred 
many potential entrepreneurs from pursuing their business ideas. The in- 
troduction of the CBP has drastically reduced this timeframe to an aver- 
age of just seven days. This remarkable improvement not only enhances 
the ease of doing business but also positions the Philippines as a more 
attractive destination for both local and foreign investments. Such efhi- 
ciency is crucial for fostering a vibrant business climate that encourages 
innovation and competition. 

The CBP is more than just a technological advancement; it embodies a 
strategic vision to empower the Filipino workforce and stimulate eco- 
nomic growth. By simplifying the registration process, the CBP enables 
entrepreneurs to focus on their core business activities rather than get- 
ting bogged down by red tape. This shift is essential in a country where 
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small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) play a pivotal role in job 
creation and economic development. The platform aligns with Duterte's 
broader goals of reducing bureaucratic inefficiencies and fostering an en- 
vironment where business can thrive. 

In conjunction with the CBP, the Ease of Doing Business and Efficient 
Government Service Delivery Act (RA 11032) has further facilitated 
improvements in public service delivery. This legislation mandates that 
all government agencies respond to public requests within a specified 
timeframe, thereby reinforcing the commitment to efficiency. The com- 
bination of the CBP and the EODB Acct has resulted in a significant en- 
hancement in the Philippines’ ranking in the World Bank’s Doing Busi- 
ness Report, showcasing the government's dedication to creating a more 
favorable business environment. 

Ultimately, the Central Business Portal and the accompanying legislative 
measures mark a transformative shift in the Philippine business land- 
scape. By prioritizing efficiency and accessibility, Duterte's administra- 
tion has laid the groundwork for a more robust economy, poised to at- 
tract investment and foster entrepreneurship. These improvements are 
not just about reducing wait times; they are about empowering individu- 
als and communities, providing them with the tools necessary to succeed 
and contribute to the nation's growth. As the country continues to navi- 
gate the complexities of the global economy, initiatives like the CBP will 
be crucial in ensuring that the Philippines remains competitive and re- 


silient. 
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Chapter 8: Health Care Expansion 


The Universal Health Care Law and Its 
Objectives 


The Universal Health Care (UHC) Law, officially known as Republic 
Act No. 11223, is a landmark legislation that aims to provide compre- 
hensive health care services to all Filipinos. Signed into law in Febru- 
ary 2019, this initiative represents a significant shift in the country’s ap- 
proach to health care, ensuring that health services are accessible, afford- 
able, and of high quality for every citizen. The UHC Law is part of 
the broader agenda of the Duterte administration to enhance the overall 
well-being of the population, especially in light of the challenges posed 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. It embodies the commitment to health as 
a fundamental human right and a vital component of national develop- 
ment. 

One of the primary objectives of the UHC Law is to expand health in- 
surance coverage to 100% of the population. Prior to this legislation, 
approximately 90% of Filipinos were covered by health insurance. The 
UHC Law ensures that even the remaining 10%—many of whom are 
from marginalized and low-income communities—now have access to 
insurance, significantly reducing the financial barriers to healthcare ser- 
vices. This expansion is crucial in promoting equity in health care, as it 
addresses disparities that often leave the most vulnerable populations un- 
derserved. 

The UHC Law also emphasizes the importance of primary health care 
services, which serve as the foundation for a more effective health system. 
By strengthening primary health care, the UHC Law aims to shift the 
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focus from hospital-based care to preventive and promotive health ser- 
vices. This approach not only helps in managing health issues before they 
escalate but also fosters a healthier population overall. The establishment 
of more health facilities and the allocation of resources to enhance local 
health systems are essential strategies outlined in the law to achieve this 
goal. 

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the UHC Law has proven vi- 
tal in facilitating a coordinated and comprehensive health response. The 
law mandates the creation of a Philippine Center for Disease Control 
and a Virology Institute, which are expected to bolster the country’s pre- 
paredness and response to health emergencies. Additionally, the UHC 
Law supports the establishment of new treatment facilities, increasing 
the total capacity to handle health crises effectively. The pandemic has 
underscored the necessity for a robust health system, and the VHC Law 
is a step toward building resilience against future public health chal- 
lenges. 

Overall, the Universal Health Care Law is a pivotal achievement of the 
Duterte administration, reflecting a commitment to health for all Fil- 
ipinos. Its objectives of universal coverage, enhanced primary health care, 
and strengthened health infrastructure are essential components of a sus- 
tainable health system. As the nation continues to navigate the complex- 
ities of health care delivery, the UHC Law stands as a foundational ele- 
ment in advancing the health and well-being of every Filipino, ensuring 
that no one is left behind in accessing vital health services. 


¥ 


Expansion of Health Insurance Coverage 
During the Pandemic 


The COVID-19 pandemic brought unprecedented challenges to health 
systems worldwide, including the Philippines. As the crisis unfolded, the 
Duterte administration took decisive steps to expand health insurance 
coverage, ensuring that more Filipinos had access to necessary medical 
services. Prior to the pandemic, the country had already made strides in 
health care reform, but the urgent need for comprehensive health in- 
surance became glaringly apparent as the number of COVID-19 cases 
surged. The administration's commitment to universal health care aimed 
to provide a safety net for all citizens, enhancing the resilience of the 
health system during one of its most trying times. 

Under the Universal Health Care (UHC) Law, enacted in 2019, the gov- 
ernment aimed to expand insurance coverage from 90 percent of the 
population to 100 percent. This ambitious goal was particularly crucial 
as the pandemic exacerbated health inequalities, leaving vulnerable pop- 
ulations at greater risk. The implementation of the UHC Law meant 
that citizens could access a wide range of health services without the bur- 
den of excessive out-of-pocket expenses. The pandemic served as a cata- 
lyst for accelerating the full implementation of this law, highlighting its 
importance in safeguarding public health. 

In response to the crisis, the government not only ramped up health 
insurance coverage but also increased funding for health facilities and 
services. By establishing new treatment centers and enhancing existing 
ones, the administration aimed to fortify the country's health infrastruc- 
ture. The pandemic led to the creation of 9,000 new treatment facilities, 
with a capacity of 140,000 beds, showcasing the government's swift re- 
sponse to the escalating health crisis. This expansion was critical not only 
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for treating COVID-19 patients but also for ensuring that other health 
needs were addressed during the pandemic. 

Moreover, the availability of COVID-19 vaccines was a pivotal aspect 
of the health insurance expansion strategy. With over 36 million vaccine 
doses arriving in the country, the government worked to ensure that all 
insured citizens had access to vaccinations. This effort was integral to 
controlling the virus's spread and protecting public health. The integra- 
tion of vaccination efforts into the broader health insurance framework 
demonstrated the Philippines’ commitment to a holistic approach to 
health care, where preventive measures complemented curative services. 
In conclusion, the expansion of health insurance coverage during the 
pandemic signified a critical turning point in the Philippines’ approach 
to public health. The Duterte administration's initiatives aimed at uni- 
versal health care not only responded to the immediate challenges posed 
by COVID-19 but also laid the groundwork for a more resilient health 
system in the future. As the nation continues to navigate the complexi- 
ties of health care in the aftermath of the pandemic, the lessons learned 
from this period will be instrumental in shaping policies that prioritize 


the health and well-being of all Filipinos, ensuring that no one is left be- 
hind. 
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Establishment of New Health 
Infrastructure 


The establishment of new health infrastructure during Rodrigo Roa 
Duterte’s presidency marked a significant advance in the Philippines’ 
healthcare system. With the implementation of the Universal Health 
Care (UHC) Law, access to medical services expanded substantially, 
aiming to provide comprehensive coverage for all Filipinos. This initia- 
tive was particularly crucial as the nation grappled with the unprecedent- 
ed challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, which underscored 
the urgent need for a robust health system. The government’s commit- 
ment to enhancing health infrastructure not only sought to accommo- 
date immediate healthcare needs but also aimed to lay the groundwork 
for long-term improvements in public health. 

One of the critical aspects of the health infrastructure expansion was the 
strategic increase in the number of healthcare facilities. By the end of 
Duterte's term, over 9,000 new treatment facilities had been established, 
significantly boosting the country’s healthcare capacity. These facilities 
contributed to a total bed capacity of approximately 140,000, which was 
crucial in managing the surge of COVID-19 cases. The rapid establish- 
ment of these facilities demonstrated the government’s ability to respond 
swiftly to health emergencies and provided vital services to communities 
that previously faced significant barriers to accessing healthcare. 

In addition to increasing the number of healthcare facilities, the Duterte 
administration focused on enhancing the quality of healthcare services 
available to Filipinos. The establishment of a Philippine Center for Dis- 
ease Control and the construction of a Virology Institute represented 
a forward-thinking approach to disease management and prevention. 
These institutions aimed to bolster the Philippines’ preparedness for fu- 
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ture health crises, ensuring that the country could effectively respond 
to both endemic and pandemic threats. Moreover, the government's in- 
vestment in health infrastructure signaled a commitment to prioritizing 
public health, which is essential for any nation’s resilience. 

The expansion of health insurance coverage under the UHC Law was 
another pivotal achievement during this period. Coverage grew from 90 
percent to a remarkable 100 percent of the population, ensuring that 
all Filipinos had access to necessary medical services without facing fi- 
nancial hardship. This significant increase in coverage provided a safety 
net for countless citizens, facilitating access to preventive care, treatment, 
and rehabilitation services. The law also aimed to eliminate the out-of- 
pocket expenses that often-deterred individuals from seeking medical at- 
tention, ultimately improving health outcomes and enhancing the over- 
all quality of life. 

In summary, the establishment of new health infrastructure during 
Duterte's presidency was characterized by an ambitious expansion of fa- 
cilities, enhancement of service quality, and a comprehensive approach 
to health insurance coverage. These efforts not only addressed immediate 
healthcare needs during the pandemic but also laid a solid foundation for 
ongoing improvements in the Philippine healthcare system. As the coun- 
try continues to navigate the complexities of public health, the initiatives 
set in motion during this administration will undoubtedly influence the 


trajectory of healthcare delivery for years to come. 


Chapter 9: Crime and Law Enforcement 
Policies 


Overview of Crime Reduction Strategies 


The overview of crime reduction strategies during Rodrigo Roa 
Duterte’s presidency reveals a multifaceted approach aimed at addressing 
the pervasive issue of crime in the Philippines. Central to these strategies 
was the administration's aggressive stance on illegal drugs, which was 
framed as a national crisis. The "war on drugs" became the hallmark of 
Duterte’s law enforcement policy, characterized by a robust mobilization 
of police forces and the implementation of various community-based 
programs. The administration argued that such measures were necessary 
to restore peace and order, thereby fostering a safer environment for citi- 
zens to thrive. 

In conjunction with the intensified anti-drug campaign, the Duterte ad- 
ministration sought to address crime through various social initiatives 
aimed at poverty alleviation and community development. Recognizing 
that socioeconomic factors contribute significantly to criminal activity, 
the government implemented programs designed to uplift marginalized 
communities. These initiatives included job creation, education, and 
healthcare access, which were seen as vital to reducing the likelihood 
of individuals engaging in criminal behavior. The integration of social 
services into crime prevention strategies represented a holistic approach 
that extended beyond mere enforcement measures. 

Moreover, the administration emphasized the importance of moderniz- 
ing law enforcement agencies to enhance their capability in crime pre- 
vention and investigation. This included the procurement of new equip- 
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ment, the establishment of more effective training programs, and the 
promotion of technology-driven solutions such as data analytics for 
crime mapping. By modernizing police operations, the Duterte adminis- 
tration aimed to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of law enforce- 
ment, thereby creating a more responsive and accountable police force. 
However, the aggressive tactics employed in the war on drugs raised sig- 
nificant concerns regarding human rights and the rule of law. Reports of 
extrajudicial killings and police abuses during operations led to both do- 
mestic and international criticism. The administration faced accusations 
of violating human rights and undermining judicial processes. As a re- 
sult, the implications of these strategies continue to fuel debates about 
the balance between maintaining public safety and ensuring the protec- 
tion of individual rights, highlighting a contentious aspect of Duterte's 
legacy. 

In summary, the crime reduction strategies implemented during 
Duterte’s presidency encompassed a range of approaches, including ag- 
gressive law enforcement, community development, and modernization 
of police capabilities. While these strategies aimed to create a safer 
Philippines, they also sparked significant controversy due to concerns 
over human rights violations. The ongoing discourse surrounding these 
issues underscores the complexity of addressing crime and the need for 
balanced policies that prioritize both public safety and the protection of 
civil liberties. 


Controversies Surrounding Extrajudicial 


Killings 


Extrajudicial killings have emerged as one of the most contentious as- 
pects of Rodrigo Duterte's presidency, casting a long shadow over his ad- 
ministration's achievements. While Duterte's government has been cred- 
ited with significant economic reforms, infrastructure development, and 
social programs, the aggressive stance against crime, particularly through 
the war on drugs, has raised serious ethical and legal questions. This para- 
dox of progress highlights the complex interplay between governance 
and human rights, drawing local and international scrutiny and sparking 
debates over the moral implications of state-sanctioned violence. 

The campaign against illegal drugs was launched with the promise of 
restoring order and security, yet it has resulted in thousands of deaths, 
many of which remain uninvestigated. Critics argue that this strategy un- 
dermines the rule of law and disregards due process, as law enforcement 
agencies are accused of extrajudicial actions without accountability. The 
Philippine National Police (PNP) has been at the forefront of these op- 
erations, with reports indicating that police often label victims as drug 
offenders without substantial evidence. This practice has not only eroded 
public trust in law enforcement but has also led to fears that the govern- 
ment may be prioritizing a narrative of success over human rights. 
International reactions to the extrajudicial killings have been stark, with 
various human rights organizations and foreign governments condemn- 
ing the actions as violations of human rights. The International Criminal 
Court (ICC) has taken a keen interest in the situation, leading to dis- 
cussions about potential investigations into crimes against humanity. 
Duterte’s administration faces the prospect of being held accountable for 
these actions, with calls for cooperation with the ICC’s inquiries. This 
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creates a tension between the government's narrative of national security 
and the global expectations of human rights standards, complicating the 
Philippines’ diplomatic relationships. 

Domestically, the extrajudicial killings have sparked protests and move- 
ments advocating for justice and accountability. Families of victims and 
civil society organizations have mobilized, demanding investigations and 
reforms within law enforcement agencies. These grassroots movements 
reflect a segment of the population that prioritizes human rights and the 
rule of law, emphasizing the need for a balanced approach to governance 
that includes public safety without sacrificing fundamental liberties. This 
struggle illustrates the ongoing debate within the Philippines regarding 
the balance between security and human rights. 

As the Duterte administration concludes its term, the legacy of extraju- 
dicial killings remains a defining aspect of his presidency. While his gov- 
ernment has achieved notable advancements in economic growth, infra- 
structure, and social services, the implications of these controversial poli- 
cies weigh heavily on his overall legacy. The discourse surrounding ex- 
trajudicial killings serves as a critical reminder of the importance of ac- 
countability and the need for policies that protect both the rights of in- 
dividuals and the security of the nation, ultimately shaping how future 


administrations will navigate issues of crime, governance, and justice. 


The Impact of Law Enforcement Policies 
on Public Safety 


Law enforcement policies play a crucial role in shaping public safety, 
particularly in the context of Rodrigo Duterte's administration in the 
Philippines. Under his presidency, the approach to crime and security 
was characterized by a combination of aggressive law enforcement tactics 
and widespread public support for initiatives aimed at reducing crime 
rates. However, this approach has been met with significant controversy 
and scrutiny, particularly regarding human rights implications and the 
methods employed to achieve these goals. The stark contrast between 
the intended outcomes of these policies and their real-world effects has 
sparked an ongoing debate about the balance between safety and civil 
liberties. 

One of the most notable aspects of Duterte's law enforcement policies 
was the intensified campaign against illegal drugs, which was framed as 
a necessary response to a national crisis. The government claimed that 
the drug trade was deeply intertwined with crime and violence, necessi- 
tating a robust and immediate response. This campaign led to a drastic 
increase in police operations targeting suspected drug offenders, which 
proponents argued contributed to a decline in crime rates. Statistics from 
the government indicated a decrease in certain types of crime, creating 
a narrative that the administration was successfully restoring order and 
safety to the streets of the Philippines. 

However, the aggressive nature of these policies raised serious ethical 
concerns, particularly with reports of extrajudicial killings and human 
rights abuses. Critics argued that the methods employed in the anti-drug 
campaign often disregarded due process and the rule of law, leading to 
the deaths of thousands of individuals, many of whom were not afforded 
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a fair trial. These actions drew condemnation both domestically and in- 
ternationally, leading to calls for accountability and transparency within 
law enforcement agencies. The Philippine government found itself navi- 
gating a delicate balance between maintaining public safety and uphold- 
ing fundamental human rights, a challenge that continues to resonate in 
discussions about the legacy of Duterte's presidency. 

Moreover, the impact of law enforcement policies on public safety can- 
not be viewed in isolation from the broader context of governance and 
social stability. The perception of safety among citizens is often influ- 
enced by their trust in law enforcement agencies and the judicial system. 
While some segments of society expressed support for Duterte's tough 
stance on crime, others felt marginalized and fearful of a system that 
seemed to prioritize punitive measures over rehabilitation and communi- 
ty safety. This divide has implications for social cohesion and public trust 
in government institutions, which are essential components of a func- 
tioning democracy and effective governance. 

In conclusion, the impact of law enforcement policies on public safety 
during Duterte's presidency presents a complex narrative that encom- 
passes both achievements and failures. While the administration's efforts 
to combat crime and improve safety garnered significant support from 
certain sectors, they also prompted critical discussions about human 
rights and the ethical boundaries of law enforcement. As society contin- 
ues to grapple with the consequences of these policies, it is essential to 
reflect on the lessons learned and consider pathways that promote both 
safety and justice, ensuring that the legacy of Duterte's administration 
contributes to a more equitable and secure future for all Filipinos. 
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Chapter 10: Environmental Policies and 
Sustainability 


Environmental Initiatives During 
Duterte's Term 


During Rodrigo Duterte's presidency, environmental initiatives played a 
crucial role in shaping the Philippines’ approach to sustainability and cli- 
mate resilience. Acknowledging the urgent need for environmental pro- 
tection, the administration implemented various policies and programs 
aimed at addressing pressing ecological concerns. Notable among these 
initiatives was the intensified focus on reforestation efforts, particular- 
ly in the aftermath of natural disasters that highlighted the vulnerabili- 
ty of the Philippines to climate change. The government launched pro- 
grams to restore degraded forest lands and enhance biodiversity, recog- 
nizing that healthy ecosystems are vital for both environmental stability 
and economic sustainability. 

In addition to reforestation, Duterte's administration prioritized the 
management of waste and pollution, particularly in urban areas. The im- 
plementation of the National Solid Waste Management Program aimed 
at reducing waste generation and promoting recycling and composting. 
This program sought to address the critical issue of waste disposal, par- 
ticularly in Metro Manila, where inadequate waste management systems 
have led to severe environmental degradation. The government's empha- 
sis on waste management was complemented by initiatives to educate the 
public on sustainability practices, fostering a culture of environmental re- 
sponsibility among citizens. 
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Climate change adaptation and disaster preparedness were also central to 
the Duterte administration's environmental agenda. The government es- 
tablished the Climate Change Commission, which was tasked with de- 
veloping a comprehensive framework for climate adaptation and mitiga- 
tion strategies. This included enhancing the resilience of vulnerable com- 
munities through improved infrastructure and early warning systems for 
natural disasters. The initiatives aimed not only to protect lives and prop- 
erty but also to ensure the long-term sustainability of the Philippines’ 
natural resources in the face of increasingly severe climate-related events. 
Furthermore, Duterte's administration recognized the importance of 
preserving the country's marine resources. The government intensified 
efforts to combat illegal fishing and implemented policies to protect ma- 
rine biodiversity, particularly in critical ecosystems such as coral reefs. 
Initiatives to promote sustainable fishing practices and the establishment 
of marine protected areas were integral to these efforts, reflecting a com- 
mitment to safeguarding the livelihoods of coastal communities while 
ensuring the health of marine ecosystems. 

Overall, the environmental initiatives during Duterte's term represented 
a multifaceted approach to addressing the challenges of sustainability 
in the Philippines. By integrating reforestation, waste management, cli- 
mate adaptation, and marine conservation strategies, the administration 
sought to promote a holistic understanding of environmental steward- 
ship. These initiatives laid the groundwork for a more sustainable future, 
emphasizing the interconnectedness of ecological health and the well- 
being of Filipino communities. In doing so, they contributed to a broad- 
er narrative of progress that encompassed not only economic develop- 
ment but also the preservation of the Philippines’ rich natural heritage. 


Responses to Climate Change and 
Disaster Preparedness 


Responses to climate change and disaster preparedness represent critical 
dimensions of governance that directly affect the well-being of citizens 
and the sustainability of the environment. Under the Duterte adminis- 
tration, a variety of initiatives were launched to address these pressing 
challenges. The government's approach emphasized a multi-faceted strat- 
egy that combined infrastructure development, community engage- 
ment, and legislative reforms, all aimed at strengthening the Philippines’ 
resilience to natural disasters and the impacts of climate change. 

One significant aspect of the Duterte administration's response to cli- 
mate change was the integration of environmental considerations into 
the "Build, Build, Build" infrastructure program. By prioritizing projects 
that enhance disaster resilience, such as flood control systems and cli- 
mate-resilient roads, the government aimed to mitigate the risks posed 
by natural disasters, which are frequent in the Philippines. This commit- 
ment to resilient infrastructure was evidenced by investments in projects 
designed to withstand the increasing severity of typhoons and flooding, 
reflecting a proactive stance on climate adaptation. 

The administration also focused on enhancing disaster preparedness 
through the establishment of the National Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management Council (NDRRMC) as a central coordinating body for 
disaster response. Under Duterte, the council implemented various poli- 
cies and conducted regular drills to prepare communities for potential 
disasters. These efforts were complemented by the promotion of early 
warning systems and community-based disaster risk reduction strategies, 
empowering local governments and communities to take charge of their 
own disaster preparedness. 
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Legislation played a vital role in the government's climate change re- 
sponses. The Duterte administration supported the enactment of the 
Climate Change Act and the Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 
Act, which institutionalized a framework for addressing climate-related 
threats. These laws mandated a whole-of-government approach, encour- 
aging collaboration among various sectors and levels of government to 
enhance the Philippines’ overall capacity to respond to climate change 
and disasters. This framework facilitated the allocation of resources and 
the development of tailored strategies to address specific vulnerabilities 
faced by different regions. 

Furthermore, the government emphasized public awareness and educa- 
tion as key components of disaster preparedness. Campaigns aimed at 
informing citizens about climate change, disaster risks, and safety proto- 
cols were initiated, fostering a culture of preparedness among the popu- 
lace. By engaging communities in workshops and informational sessions, 
the administration sought to ensure that individuals were equipped with 
the knowledge and skills necessary to respond effectively during emer- 
gencies. 

In summary, the Duterte administration's responses to climate change 
and disaster preparedness were characterized by a comprehensive strate- 
gy that combined infrastructure development, legislative support, com- 
munity engagement, and public education. These initiatives not only 
aimed to protect the environment but also to safeguard the lives and 
livelihoods of Filipinos in the face of increasing climate-related chal- 
lenges. Through these efforts, the administration sought to lay a founda- 
tion for a more resilient and sustainable future for the country. 


Evaluating the Effectiveness of 
Environmental Regulations 


Evaluating the effectiveness of environmental regulations during Rodri- 
go Duterte's presidency is a critical aspect of understanding his legacy in 
the Philippines. Environmental regulations are designed to protect nat- 
ural resources, reduce pollution, and promote sustainable development. 
During Duterte's administration, various initiatives were introduced to 
address pressing environmental issues, such as waste management, de- 
forestation, and air quality. Evaluating these regulations requires a com- 
prehensive analysis of their implementation, impact, and the challenges 
faced in achieving environmental sustainability. 

One of the notable efforts during Duterte’s term was the implementation 
of the National Solid Waste Management Program, which aimed to 
enhance waste segregation, collection, and disposal systems across the 
country. The government sought to address the growing problem of 
waste management, particularly in urban areas. However, challenges 
such as inadequate infrastructure, limited public awareness, and local 
government capacity hindered the effective rollout of this program. Eval- 
uating its effectiveness involves examining whether the program led to 
tangible improvements in waste management practices and reduced the 
environmental impact of waste disposal. 

Another significant area of focus was the campaign against illegal logging 
and the protection of the country’s forests. Duterte’s administration em- 
phasized the importance of reforestation and sustainable forest manage- 
ment in combating climate change and preserving biodiversity. The gov- 
ernment launched initiatives to rehabilitate degraded forest lands and 
increase forest cover. Evaluating the effectiveness of these initiatives re- 
quires assessing the success of reforestation efforts, the enforcement of 
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logging regulations, and the extent to which these measures contributed 
to the overall health of the nation’s forests. 

Air quality improvement was also a priority, particularly in urban centers 
like Metro Manila. Regulations aimed at reducing vehicular emissions 
and promoting cleaner transportation options were introduced. The goy- 
ernment sought to upgrade public transportation and encourage the use 
of electric vehicles. However, the effectiveness of these regulations can 
be evaluated through air quality monitoring data and public health out- 
comes. Analyzing whether these efforts led to significant reductions in 
air pollution and improved the quality of life for residents in affected ar- 
eas is crucial for understanding the success of environmental policies. 
Moreover, the Duterte administration faced criticism regarding its han- 
dling of environmental issues, particularly concerning the balance be- 
tween economic development and environmental protection. The push 
for infrastructure projects under the “Build, Build, Build” program 
raised concerns about potential environmental degradation. Evaluating 
the effectiveness of environmental regulations in this context involves ex- 
amining how well the government integrated environmental considera- 
tions into infrastructure planning and implementation. This includes as- 
sessing whether environmental impact assessments were conducted thor- 
oughly and whether mitigation measures were effectively enforced. 

In conclusion, evaluating the effectiveness of environmental regulations 
during Duterte's presidency requires a multifaceted approach that con- 
siders both the achievements and shortcomings of the administration's 
environmental policies. While there were notable initiatives aimed at im- 
proving waste management, protecting forests, and enhancing air qual- 
ity, the challenges of implementation and balancing economic growth 
with environmental sustainability remain critical factors. A thorough 
evaluation will provide valuable insights into the successes and areas for 
improvement in the Philippines’ ongoing quest for environmental re- 


silience. 
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Chapter 11: Social Services and 
Community Development 


Social Programs for Poverty Alleviation 


Social programs aimed at poverty alleviation have been a focal point of 
the Duterte administration, reflecting a commitment to improving the 
living conditions of the most vulnerable sectors of society. The govern- 
ment recognized that poverty in the Philippines is multifaceted, requir- 
ing a range of interventions that address not only economic deprivation 
but also education, health care, and social welfare. Through various ini- 
tiatives, the administration sought to create a safety net for low-income 
families while promoting sustainable development. 

One significant program was the Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program 
(4Ps), which provided conditional cash transfers to poor households. 
This program aimed to improve the health, nutrition, and education of 
children by requiring beneficiaries to meet certain conditions, such as 
regular health check-ups and school attendance. By incentivizing educa- 
tion and health, the 4Ps program not only alleviated immediate finan- 
cial burdens but also invested in human capital development, laying the 
groundwork for long-term poverty reduction. 

In addition to cash transfers, the government expanded access to free 
education, significantly impacting poverty alleviation efforts. The imple- 
mentation of the Universal Access to Quality Tertiary Education Act al- 
lowed millions of Filipino students to pursue higher education without 
the financial constraints that often hinder educational attainment. By 
providing scholarships and financial assistance, this initiative aimed to 
break the cycle of poverty and empower individuals through education, 
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thereby enabling them to secure better job opportunities and improve 
their socio-economic status. 

The administration also focused on healthcare access as a means of com- 
bating poverty. The Universal Health Care Law, which expanded insur- 
ance coverage to 100% of the population, was a crucial step in ensuring 
that all Filipinos could access essential health services without incurring 
catastrophic expenses. This initiative aimed to alleviate the financial bur- 
den of medical costs on low-income families, thereby preventing health- 
related poverty traps that can arise from high medical expenses. The es- 
tablishment of new health facilities and the enhancement of existing ser- 
vices were integral to this effort. 

Furthermore, the government implemented livelihood programs de- 
signed to provide skills training and entrepreneurship opportunities for 
the poor. These initiatives aimed to empower communities by enhancing 
their capacity to generate income through sustainable means. By equip- 
ping individuals with the necessary skills and resources, the administra- 
tion sought to promote economic self-sufficiency, which is essential for 
long-term poverty alleviation. Collectively, these social programs reflect 
a comprehensive approach to addressing poverty, recognizing that eco- 
nomic growth must be inclusive and equitable to be truly effective. 


Community Empowerment Initiatives 


Community empowerment initiatives have emerged as a crucial element 
in the framework of Rodrigo Roa Duterte’s presidency, reflecting a com- 
mitment to uplifting marginalized populations and fostering participa- 
tory governance. These initiatives have aimed to provide Filipinos with 
the tools, resources, and opportunities necessary to improve their lives 
and communities. By prioritizing local engagement and responsiveness, 
the Duterte administration sought to create an environment where citi- 
zens feel empowered to take an active role in shaping their futures. 

One of the cornerstones of community empowerment during Duterte’s 
term was the emphasis on local governance. The administration advocat- 
ed for greater autonomy and capacity-building at the local level, enabling 
municipalities and barangays to tailor programs to their specific needs. 
Through the Department of the Interior and Local Government, various 
capacity-building programs were implemented, equipping local officials 
with the knowledge and skills to effectively manage resources and deliv- 
er essential services. This approach not only strengthened local govern- 
ments but also fostered a sense of ownership among citizens regarding 
community development initiatives. 

Additionally, various social programs were introduced to address press- 
ing issues such as poverty and unemployment. The Pantawid Pamilyang 
Pilipino Program (4Ps), which provided conditional cash transfers to 
low-income families, became a key initiative aimed at alleviating poverty 
and promoting education and health. By linking financial assistance to 
educational and health requirements, the program encouraged families 
to invest in the future of their children, establishing a foundation for 
long-term community upliftment. This initiative illustrated how target- 
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ed financial support could empower communities, breaking the cycle of 
poverty and promoting social mobility. 

In the realm of education, the Universal Access to Quality Tertiary Ed- 
ucation Act significantly expanded access to higher education, which is 
pivotal for community empowerment. By providing free tuition to stu- 
dents in state universities and colleges, the law enabled a larger segment 
of the population to pursue academic and vocational training. This move 
not only opened doors for individual advancement but also contributed 
to the overall skill enhancement of the workforce, equipping communi- 
ties with the human capital necessary for sustainable development. En- 
hanced education opportunities are essential for empowering individuals 
to take charge of their economic futures and contribute to their commu- 
nities. 

Lastly, the administration’s focus on infrastructure development through 
the "Build, Build, Build" program has laid the groundwork for communi- 
ty empowerment by improving access to essential services and econom- 
ic opportunities. Upgrading roads, schools, and healthcare facilities has 
not only created jobs but also facilitated better connectivity and access 
to markets for local entrepreneurs. This infrastructure push has been cru- 
cial in fostering economic resilience at the community level, enabling res- 
idents to leverage improved facilities for their benefit. As a result, com- 
munity empowerment initiatives during Duterte's presidency have not 
only aimed to uplift individuals but also sought to strengthen the socio- 
economic fabric of the nation, fostering a more inclusive and participa- 


tory society. 


Evaluating the Impact on Vulnerable 
Populations 


Evaluating the impact of government policies on vulnerable populations 
is a crucial aspect of assessing any administration's legacy. In the context 
of Rodrigo Duterte’s presidency, the ten pillars of progress, particularly 
in economic growth, infrastructure development, and social services, 
provide a nuanced picture of how these initiatives have affected the most 
marginalized sectors of society. While some policies have aimed to uplift 
vulnerable groups, it is essential to critically examine both the positive 
and negative consequences of these reforms on their lives. 

One of Duterte's significant achievements is the Tax Reform for Accel- 
eration and Inclusion (TRAIN) Law, designed to lower income taxes 
for many Filipinos while raising funds for essential public services. How- 
ever, the impact of this law on vulnerable populations has been mixed. 
While higher income earners benefitted from tax cuts, the increased ex- 
cise taxes on fuel, sugar, and other goods disproportionately affected low- 
income families. The cost of living rose for these households, placing ad- 
ditional strain on their limited resources. Thus, while the TRAIN Law 
contributed to overall economic growth, its implementation highlighted 
the need for careful consideration of how tax policy affects those already 
struggling to make ends meet. 

Infrastructure development, encapsulated in the "Build, Build, Build" 
program, has seen massive investments in roads, bridges, and classrooms. 
For vulnerable populations, improved infrastructure can lead to better 
access to education, healthcare, and employment opportunities. Howev- 
er, the execution of these projects has often raised concerns about dis- 
placement and the disruption of local communities. Many informal set- 


tlers and indigenous groups have faced eviction as development projects 
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take precedence, leading to a situation where the very populations target- 
ed for upliftment may find themselves further marginalized. It is vital to 
ensure that infrastructure projects are inclusive and consider the rights 
and voices of these communities. 

Education initiatives, particularly the implementation of free college ed- 
ucation through the Universal Access to Quality Tertiary Education Act, 
have created opportunities for many young Filipinos from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. This policy has significantly increased enrollment rates in 
state universities and colleges, enabling access to quality education that 
was previously out of reach for many. Nonetheless, the challenges of en- 
suring quality education and adequate support systems remain. Vulnera- 
ble students often face barriers such as transportation costs, lack of acad- 
emic preparedness, and limited access to resources that can hinder their 
success in these institutions. Therefore, while the policy has the potential 
to transform lives, a comprehensive support system is essential to maxi- 
mize its benefits. 

The administration's focus on universal health care has expanded insur- 
ance coverage to nearly all Filipinos, significantly impacting vulnerable 
populations who previously lacked access to essential health services. 
This initiative is particularly crucial in the wake of the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, which highlighted the disparities in health care access and out- 
comes. However, the effectiveness of universal health care relies on the 
availability of facilities and services that cater to low-income communi- 
ties. Despite the establishment of new treatment facilities, the distribu- 
tion and quality of health care remain uneven, necessitating ongoing ef- 
forts to ensure that vulnerable populations receive the care they need, es- 
pecially in rural and underserved areas. 

In conclusion, while Duterte's presidency has introduced several initia- 
tives aimed at improving the lives of vulnerable populations, the actual 
impact of these policies has varied. It is essential to recognize the com- 
plexities and trade-offs involved in governmental reforms. As the nation 
reflects on Duterte's legacy, a balanced evaluation of both the achieve- 
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ments and shortcomings of his administration will be crucial in inform- 
ing future policies aimed at truly uplifting the most marginalized mem- 
bers of society. Ensuring that progress includes all Filipinos, particularly 
the vulnerable, must remain a priority for any government moving for- 


ward. 


¥ 


Chapter 12: Conclusion: The Ten Pillars 
of Duterte’s Legacy 


Summary of Major Achievements 


The legacy of President Rodrigo Roa Duterte is encapsulated in several 
pivotal achievements that have significantly shaped the Philippines dur- 
ing his administration. Among these accomplishments, seven stand out 
as particularly transformative, allowing Duterte to assert that his presi- 
dency has had a lasting impact on the nation. These key initiatives span 
various sectors, including economic reform, infrastructure development, 
education, foreign policy, governance, health care, and crime reduction. 
Each of these achievements reflects a commitment to advancing the 
Philippines’ global standing and improving the lives of its citizens. 

One of the cornerstone achievements of Duterte's presidency is the com- 
prehensive tax reform program, spearheaded by Finance Secretary Sonny 
Dominguez. The Tax Reform for Acceleration and Inclusion (TRAIN) 
Law, along with subsequent measures, not only provided significant in- 
come tax cuts for a majority of Filipinos but also generated substantial 
revenue to fund vital infrastructure and social services. This fiscal strate- 
gy contributed to the Philippines being recognized as one of the fastest- 
growing economies in Asia, with tax revenue reaching an all-time high 
as a percentage of GDP during Duterte’s tenure. The reforms facilitated 
economic growth, enabling the government to allocate resources towards 
critical development projects. 

Infrastructure development under the "Build, Build, Build" program rep- 
resents another major achievement of Duterte’s administration. Under 
the leadership of Department of Public Works and Highways Secretary 
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Mark Villar, infrastructure spending surged, reaching an average of 5.14 
percent of GDP. Over P6 trillion was invested in infrastructure projects, 
resulting in the construction of thousands of classrooms, bridges, and 
roads. This ambitious program aimed to modernize the country’s infra- 
structure and improve connectivity, thereby fostering economic growth 
and enhancing the quality of life for millions of Filipinos. 
Transportation modernization, led by Department of Transportation 
Secretary Art Tugade, further complemented infrastructure efforts by 
ensuring safe and reliable mass transit. Significant advancements includ- 
ed the expansion of RoRo shipping routes, the completion of airport 
projects, and the improvement of the Ninoy Aquino International Air- 
port (NAIA), which transformed it from one of the worst airports glob- 
ally to one of the most improved by 2018. These developments not only 
enhanced domestic transportation but also bolstered the Philippines’ at- 
tractiveness as a destination for international tourism and investment. 

In the realm of education, Duterte's administration made substantial 
strides by implementing the Universal Access to Quality Tertiary Educa- 
tion Act, which provided free college education to 1.6 million students 
by 2020. This initiative expanded access to quality education and created 
opportunities for many young Filipinos to pursue higher education with- 
out financial burden. The promotion of educational equity was a signif- 
icant focus, ensuring that education remained accessible to all, thus em- 
powering the next generation of leaders and professionals. 

The independent foreign policy pursued by Duterte also marked a no- 
table shift in the Philippines’ international relations, particularly with 
China and the United States. This strategic pivot allowed the country 
to engage with China while maintaining its historical ties with the US., 
including the successful return of the Balangiga bells. Furthermore, 
Duterte's governance approach focused on reducing bureaucratic red 
tape, improving government service delivery, and expanding universal 
health care coverage to 100 percent of the population. These multifac- 
eted achievements collectively illustrate Duterte's complex legacy, char- 
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acterized by both progress and controversy, and underscore his signifi- 
cant impact on the Philippines’ trajectory. 


The Lasting Impact of Duterte's Policies 


The policies implemented during Rodrigo Duterte's presidency have left 
a profound and lasting impact on the Philippines, shaping various sectors 
of society and governance. Among his most significant achievements, 
seven stand out, reflecting a commitment to economic growth, infra- 
structure development, education reform, and healthcare expansion. 
Each of these areas not only aimed to address immediate challenges but 
also sought to lay the groundwork for sustainable progress. This chapter 
will explore the enduring influence of these policies and their implica- 
tions for the future of the nation. 

Duterte's tax reform initiatives, notably the Tax Reform for Acceleration 
and Inclusion (TRAIN) Law, have played a pivotal role in transforming 
the Philippine economy. By providing substantial income tax cuts for 
the majority of taxpayers while enhancing government revenue, these re- 
forms facilitated increased public spending on infrastructure and social 
services. The economic momentum generated from these tax reforms po- 
sitioned the Philippines as one of the fastest-growing economies in Asia 
during Duterte's tenure, fostering an environment conducive to invest- 
ment and job creation. This financial foundation will continue to influ- 
ence economic policies and growth trajectories long after his administra- 
tion. 

The "Build, Build, Build" program epitomizes Duterte's approach to in- 
frastructure development. With an unprecedented investment of over 
P6 trillion, the administration prioritized building critical infrastructure, 
including roads, bridges, classrooms, and airports. The legacy of this pro- 
gram is visible in the improved connectivity and accessibility across the 
archipelago, which has the potential to bolster economic activities and 
enhance the quality of life for Filipinos. Future administrations will like- 
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ly build upon this infrastructural framework, recognizing its essential 
role in facilitating national development and economic resilience. 
Education reform was another cornerstone of Duterte's policies, partic- 
ularly through the implementation of the Universal Access to Quality 
Tertiary Education Act. By providing free college education to millions 
of students, the Duterte administration sought to democratize access to 
higher education and improve the skill set of the workforce. This ini- 
tiative not only empowered individuals but also aimed to elevate the 
country’s human capital, fostering a more educated populace equipped 
to meet the demands of a rapidly changing global economy. The long- 
term effects of this policy will manifest in a more competitive workforce 
and a society that values education as a pathway to progress. 
Furthermore, the implementation of universal healthcare represents a 
significant shift in the country's approach to health services. By expand- 
ing insurance coverage to 100% of the population, Duterte's administra- 
tion made strides toward achieving equitable access to healthcare, which 
is especially crucial in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. The es- 
tablishment of a Philippine Center for Disease Control and the con- 
struction of a Virology Institute signal a commitment to strengthening 
the country's health infrastructure. These developments will have lasting 
implications for public health and the nation’s ability to respond to fu- 
ture health crises. 

In conclusion, the policies enacted during Duterte's presidency have cre- 
ated a multifaceted legacy that continues to influence various aspects of 
Philippine society. From economic reforms to infrastructure and health- 
care improvements, these initiatives reflect a vision of progress that has 
the potential to shape the nation for years to come. As the Philippines 
navigates its path forward, the foundational changes initiated during this 
period will serve as both a guide and a benchmark for future leadership, 
emphasizing the importance of sustained investment in the country’s so- 
cial and economic fabric. 


Future Considerations for the Philippines 


Future considerations for the Philippines require a nuanced understand- 
ing of the progress made during Rodrigo Roa Duterte's presidency, par- 
ticularly his seven key achievements that aimed to elevate the nation’s 
economic and social standing. As the country moves forward, it is essen- 
tial to build upon the foundation laid by these initiatives while also ad- 
dressing the challenges that lie ahead. This subchapter explores potential 
pathways for the Philippines to ensure sustained growth, stability, and 
inclusivity in the years to come. 

The tax reform measures implemented under Duterte, notably the Tax 
Reform for Acceleration and Inclusion (TRAIN) Law, have transformed 
the fiscal landscape of the Philippines, making it one of the fastest-grow- 
ing economies in Asia. Future considerations should focus on maintain- 
ing this momentum while ensuring that tax policies are equitable and 
promote sustainable development. Policymakers must prioritize trans- 
parency and public engagement to foster trust in the tax system, along- 
side ensuring that revenue generated is invested effectively in social ser- 
vices, infrastructure, and education. 

Continuing the "Build, Build, Build" program, initiated by the Duterte 
administration, presents another critical area for future development. 
The infrastructure projects have significantly improved connectivity and 
accessibility across the archipelago. However, as the nation progresses, it 
is crucial to adopt sustainable practices that consider environmental im- 
pact while meeting the infrastructure needs of a growing population. The 
government should also explore public-private partnerships to leverage 
additional resources for ongoing and future infrastructure projects. 
Transportation modernization has been a hallmark of Duterte's presi- 


dency, with significant advancements in mass transit systems and airport 
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facilities. Future considerations must involve further enhancing public 
transportation to alleviate congestion and reduce carbon emissions. In- 
vestments in smart transportation solutions, such as integrated ticketing 
systems and electric vehicle infrastructure, can improve efficiency and ac- 
cessibility for all citizens. Additionally, continued focus on rural trans- 
portation networks will be vital to ensure that economic growth is inclu- 
sive and benefits all regions of the Philippines. 

The educational reforms, particularly the introduction of free college ed- 
ucation, have expanded access to higher learning for millions. Moving 
forward, the Philippines should prioritize quality improvements in edu- 
cation to ensure that the increased access translates into better outcomes 
for students. This includes investing in teacher training, curriculum de- 
velopment, and facilities. Moreover, vocational education and training 
programs should be enhanced to align with industry needs, ensuring that 
the workforce is equipped with the skills necessary for emerging job mar- 
kets. 

Lastly, the legacy of an independent foreign policy must be carefully nav- 
igated in the years ahead. The pivot towards China while maintaining 
strong ties with the United States has opened new avenues for trade and 
investment but has also raised concerns regarding national sovereignty 
and security. Future administrations should strive for a balanced foreign 
policy that prioritizes national interests, engages in regional cooperation, 
and fosters partnerships that promote economic growth while safeguard- 
ing the Philippines’ sovereignty. As the nation looks to the future, em- 
bracing these considerations will be crucial in building on Duterte's lega- 
cy and ensuring a prosperous and inclusive Philippines for all. 
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hangs in the balance. 

Read more at https://payhip.com/talamebs. 


Also by WILLIAM UBAGAN 


1 
Mga Kuwento ng Pag-asa at Tagumpay sa Buhay: Ang Basurerong si 
Miguel 


Standalone 
Boosting Your Product for Free: An Ultimate Guide 
Hellish Deeds: Memoirs of the Most Notorious Serial Killers 
THE WHITE WITCH 
Fast Cash Formula 
From Egypt to India 
THE HIDDEN KINGDOM OF MOUNT KITANGLAD 
A Forgotten Soldier 
A Marriage in Heaven 
Chronicles of Enchantment 
My Millionaire Husband 
The Devil In The White Castle 
The Mystery of Satorian Sword 
Rise From The Ashes 
The Miracles of Saint Benedict: A Journey of Faith and Divine Works 
The Crescent Moon 
Ang Kasaysayan sa Hardin ng Eden 
The Battle of Himayan 


Divine Shields: Rituals and Prayers for Protection Against Negative En- 
ergies 
Duterte's Legacy: The Ten Pillars of Progress 


Watch for more at https://payhip.com/talamebs. 


WILLIAM UBAGAN CISSP,CEH 


About the Author 


William Ubagan is a prolific book author and talented writer. With 


a passion for storytelling, he captivates readers with his engaging 
narratives and thought-provoking themes. Wiilam's unique writing 
style leaves a lasting impression, drawing readers into his imaginative 
worlds. His diverse range of literary works showcases his versatility 
and creative prowess. Whether it's a thrilling mystery, a heartfelt ro- 
mance, or a gripping fantasy, William's books are sure to leave read- 
ers eager for more. With each new release, he continues to establish 
himself as a rising star in the literary world. 
Read more at https://payhip.com/talamebs. 


